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LINEE DI RICERCA (solo linee di ricerca attuali; se presenti piu' linee di ricerca indicarle con un numero e 
fare riferimento al numero per  tutte le informazioni sottostanti, quando appropriato) 

1) Definizione della storia naturale e delle indicazioni terapeutiche nell’HCC: studio di biomarcatori e dei 
meccanismi molecolari di progressione. 

2) Studio dei biomarcatori per la valutazione della progressione e definizione della prognosi in pazienti con 
Esofago di Barrett. 

3) studio dei meccanismi della risposta infiammatoria nelle gastriti autoimmuni. 
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COLLABORAZIONI  NAZIONALI E INTERNAZIONALI SOSTENUTI DA: PROGETTI DI RICERCA/PUBBLICAZIONI/SCAMBI DI 

PERSONALE ( ultimi 5 anni, sostanziate da piu' pubblicazioni e/o progetti di ricerca in comune)  
 

Progetto 1:  

Gruppo ITA.LI.CA  (Italian Liver Cancer, Gruppo Collaborativo che riunisce 16 Unità cliniche e di ricerca in 
Italia) 

Centro Studi Fegato (CSF), Trieste: Prof. Tiribelli Claudio 
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Progetto 3:  Dott.ssa Daniela Basso (Dipartimento di Medicina, Università di Padova) 
 

 
PARTECIPAZIONE  A PROGETTI INTERNAZIONALI  ( ultimi 5 anni; indicare per ogni linea di ricerca) 
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ADI-PEG, GC33. 
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guidelines for the management of hepatocellular carcinoma: results of an Italian field practice multicenter 
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2. Cillo U, Vitale A, Dupuis D, et al. Laparoscopic ablation of hepatocellular carcinoma in cirrhotic patients 
unsuitable for liver resection or percutaneous treatment: a cohort study. PLoS One. 2013;8:e57249. 

3. Floreani A, Farinati F. Risk factors associated to hepatocellular carcinoma in primary biliary cirrhosis. 
Hepatology. 2013. 

4. Giannini EG, Marenco S, Bruzzone L, et al. Hepatocellular carcinoma in patients without cirrhosis in Italy. 
Dig Liver Dis. 2013;45:164-169. 

5. Cucchetti A, Trevisani F, Cescon M, et al. Cost-effectiveness of semi-annual surveillance for 
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2012;56:1089-1096. 

6. Farinati F. Digestive oncology: It's now or never. Dig Liver Dis. 2012;44:180-181. 

7. Farinati F, Giacomin A, Vanin V, et al. TACE treatment in hepatocellular carcinoma: what should we do 
now? J Hepatol. 2012;57:221-222. 

8. Farinati F, Giacomin A, Vanin V, et al. Liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma in clinical 
practice: the lesson from a 20-year multicentre experience in Italy. Eur J Gastroenterol Hepatol. 
2012;24:195-202. 

9. Giacomin A, Sergio A, Vanin V, et al. Molecular targeted therapy in hepatocellular carcinoma: present 
achievements and future challenges. Dig Dis. 2012;30:284-288. 

10. Giannini EG, Farinati F, Del Poggio P, et al. Ten-year outcome of radiofrequency thermal ablation for 
hepatocellular carcinoma: an Italian experience. Am J Gastroenterol. 2012;107:1588-9; author reply 1590. 

11. Giannini EG, Marenco S, Borgonovo G, et al. Alpha-fetoprotein has no prognostic role in small 
hepatocellular carcinoma identified during surveillance in compensated cirrhosis. Hepatology. 
2012;56:1371-1379. 

12. Llovet JM, Pena CE, Lathia CD, et al. Plasma biomarkers as predictors of outcome in patients with 
advanced hepatocellular carcinoma. Clin Cancer Res. 2012;18:2290-2300. 

13. Santi V, Buccione D, Di Micoli A, et al. The changing scenario of hepatocellular carcinoma over the last 
two decades in Italy. J Hepatol. 2012;56:397-405. 

14. Farinati F, Giacomin A, Vanin V. Sorafenib for hepatocellular carcinoma according to Child-Pugh class of 
liver function. Cancer Chemother Pharmacol. 2011;68:1639-40; author reply 1641-2. 

15. Giacomin A, Cazzagon N, Sergio A, et al. Hepatitis B virus-related hepatocellular carcinoma: primary, 
secondary, and tertiary prevention. Eur J Cancer Prev. 2011;20:381-388. 
 
16. Giannini EG, Farinati F, Trevisani F. Alpha-fetoprotein in hepatocellular carcinoma surveillance: wake 
not the dead. Hepatology. 2011;54:376-377. 
 
17. Giannini EG, Savarino V, Risso D, et al. Relative decrease in the role played by hepatitis B virus infection 
in the aetiology of hepatocellular carcinoma during a 20-year period: a multicentre Italian study. Liver Int. 
2011;31:192-196. 
 



18. Lombardi G, Zustovich F, Farinati F, et al. Pegylated liposomal doxorubicin and gemcitabine in patients 
with advanced hepatocellular carcinoma: results of a phase 2 study. Cancer. 2011;117:125-133. 
 
19. Stroffolini T, Trevisani F, Pinzello G, et al. Changing aetiological factors of hepatocellular carcinoma and 
their potential impact on the effectiveness of surveillance. Dig Liver Dis. 2011;43:875-880. 
 
20. Vitale A, Morales RR, Zanus G, et al. Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer staging and transplant survival 
benefit for patients with hepatocellular carcinoma: a multicentre, cohort study. Lancet Oncol. 
2011;12:654-662. 
 
21. Vitale A, Navaglia F, Ramirez Morales R, et al. Molecular refinement of clinical staging in hepatocellular 
carcinoma patients evaluated for potentially curative therapies. PLoS One. 2011;6:e23093. 
 
22. Alvaro D, Cannizzaro R, Labianca R, et al. Cholangiocarcinoma: A position paper by the Italian Society of 
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Association of Medical Oncology (AIOM) and the Italian Association of Oncological Radiotherapy (AIRO). 
Dig Liver Dis. 2010;42:831-838. 
 
23. Cillo U, Vitale A, Volk ML, et al. The survival benefit of liver transplantation in hepatocellular carcinoma 
patients. Dig Liver Dis. 2010;42:642-649. 
 
24. Giacomin A, Sergio A, Vanin V, et al. Megestrol and embryonic extracts in the treatment of advanced 
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25. Giannini EG, Bodini G, Corbo M, et al. Impact of evidence-based medicine on the treatment of patients 
with unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma. Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 2010;31:493-501. 
 
26. Giannini EG, Savarino V, Risso D, et al. Transarterial chemoembolization in Child-Pugh class B patients 
with hepatocellular carcinoma: between the devil and the deep blue sea. Liver Int. 2010;30:923-4; author 
reply 924-5. 
 
27. Mescoli C, Castoro C, Sergio A, et al. Hepatic spleen nodules (HSN). Scand J Gastroenterol. 
2010;45:628-632. 
 
28. Mirici-Cappa F, Gramenzi A, Santi V, et al. Treatments for hepatocellular carcinoma in elderly patients 
are as effective as in younger patients: a 20-year multicentre experience. Gut. 2010;59:387-396. 
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detection of early hepatocellular carcinoma and patient survival. J Hepatol. 2010;53:291-297. 
 
30. Vitale A, Volk ML, Pastorelli D, et al. Use of sorafenib in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma before 
liver transplantation: a cost-benefit analysis while awaiting data on sorafenib safety. Hepatology. 
2010;51:165-173. 
 
31. Cavazza A, Caballeria L, Floreani A, et al. Incidence, risk factors, and survival of hepatocellular 
carcinoma in primary biliary cirrhosis: comparative analysis from two centers. Hepatology. 2009;50:1162-
1168. 
 
32. Farinati F, Sergio A, Baldan A, et al. Early and very early hepatocellular carcinoma: when and how much 
do staging and choice of treatment really matter? A multi-center study. BMC Cancer. 2009;9:33-2407-9-33. 
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34. Giannini EG, Marabotto E, Savarino V, et al. Hepatocellular carcinoma in patients with cryptogenic 
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35. Vitale A, Saracino E, Boccagni P, et al. Validation of the BCLC prognostic system in surgical 
hepatocellular cancer patients. Transplant Proc. 2009;41:1260-1263. 
 
36. De Martin E, Senzolo M, Boninsegna S, et al. HCV histological recurrence and survival following liver 
transplantation in patients with and without hepatocellular carcinoma. Transplant Proc. 2008;40:1974-
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1. 40. Cardin R, Piciocchi M, Sinigaglia A, et al. Oxidative DNA damage correlates with cell immortalization 
and mir-92 expression in hepatocellular carcinoma. BMC Cancer. 2012;12:177.  
 

41. Cardin R, Piciocchi M, Martines D, et al. Effects of coffee consumption in chronic hepatitis C: A 
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1. 42. Farinati F, Piciocchi M, Lavezzo E, et al. Oxidative stress and inducible nitric oxide synthase induction in 
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1. 43. Piciocchi M, Cardin R, Vitale A, et al. Plasma circulating free DNA in the progression of liver damage. J 
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1. 1. Cardin R, Piciocchi P, Tieppo C, et al. Oxidative DNA damage in Barrett’s mucosa: correlation with 
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1. 1. Rugge M, Fassan M, Pizzi M, et al. Autoimmune gastritis: histology phenotype and OLGA staging. Aliment 
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3. 3. Zorzetto V, Tollardo M, Plebani M, et al. Interleukin 1beta and tumor necrosis factor-alpha 
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TECNOLOGIA, METODICHE, COMPETENZE  DISPONIBILI PER POSSIBILI FUTURE COLLABORAZIONI 

Strumentazione disponibile presso il Laboratorio della Gastroenterologia: 
  
Water HPLC a due canali: UV e Detector Elettrochimico Alfatech  

Termociclatore Applied Biosystem 

ABI PRISM 7900 Applied Biosystem Real Time PCR  

Apparato per eletroforesi bidimensionale: Ettan IPGphor 3, Electrophoresis Power Supply EPS 601, 
MultiTemp III Thermostatic Circulator Electrophoresis Unit, Ettan DALTsix  

Agilent 2100 Bioanalyzer  

Lettore per piastre ELISA 

Microscopio 

Metodologie disponibili: 

1. Estrazione e purificazione di DNA nucleare e mitocondriale da tessuti, linee cellulari e sangue. 

2. Estrazione e quantificazione di proteine da tessuti e linee cellulari. 

3. Isolamento di mitocondri da tessuti. 

4. Determinazione del danno ossidativo al DNA nucleare e mitocondriale (addotto 8-
idrossideossiguanosina) mediante HPLC con rilevazione elettrochimica.  

5. Determinazione dell'attività della telomerasi in estratti proteici nucleari mediante Real Time PCR 
in SYBR Green. 

6. Misura della lunghezza del DNA telomerico mediante Real Time PCR in SYBR Green. 

7. Analisi dello stato di metilazione del promotore di geni mediante Real Time PCR metilazione-
specifica in SYBR Green dopo trattamento del DNA con Sodiobisolfito. 

8. Tecnica di Western Blot per la valutazione dell’espressione proteica. 

9. Determinazione mediante saggi ELISA. 

10.  Estrazione e purificazione di RNA da tessuti e linee cellulari. 

11. Analisi dell'espressione genica  di citochine proinfiammatorie, fattori di crescita, oncogeni, 
recettori mediante Real Time PCR quantitativa assoluta. 

12. Tecniche di immunistochimica, TUNEL. 

13. Valutazione dell'integrità e purezza degli acidi nucleici. 

14. Analisi densitometrica.  

15. Determinazione di elementi in tracce: ferro, rame e zinco  in liquidi biologici e tessuti mediante 
spettrofotometria di assorbimento atomico. 

16.  Analisi fluorimetrica.  

 


